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LEAGUE’S FIRST THURSDAY FORUMS BEGIN WITH GREAT LAKES WATER WARS AUTHOR PETER ANNIN

The League of Women Voters – Cuyahoga Area invites the public to the fifth season of First Thursday Forums, a new dialogue series titled: The Environment II – A Green Future for Our Fragile Earth.  The first forum is scheduled for Thursday, September 13, 2007, 7 pm to 9 pm, at the West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 20401 Hilliard Boulevard, Rocky River.  Its subject is “Another Era of Water Fights: The Battle for Great Lakes Water.” Registration and dessert are $5.  Send check to the LWV-CA Education Fund, 50 Public Square #938, Cleveland OH  44113, by September 10.

 Guest speaker is veteran conflict and environmental journalist Peter Annin, whose book, The Great Lakes Water Wars, has been called the definitive book on the Great Lakes water diversion controversy.  “The League is offering the public this timely chance to learn more about the Great Lakes water crisis from Mr. Annin,” stated LWV-CA President Lolly Jacobsen.  “With the Great Lakes Water Compact awaiting action from all of the eight states bordering the Great Lakes, we recognize that this is a critical time in the history of the Great Lakes,” she continued.  The compact would establish tighter standards for withdrawing water from the lakes.

Peter Annin spent over a decade reporting on a wide variety of issues for Newsweek.  For many years he specialized in coverage of domestic terrorism, including the Branch Davidian standoff in Waco and the bombing of the federal building in Oklahoma City.  He has also covered droughts in the Southwest, hurricanes in the Southeast, wind power on the Great Plains, forest fires in the mountain West, recovery efforts in the Great Lakes, and more. He has a bachelor’s degree in journalism from the University of Wisconsin and a master’s degree in international affairs from Columbia University.  Since January 2000 he has worked as Associate Director of the Institutes for Journalism & Natural Resources, a nonpartisan national nonprofit that pursues higher standards of news coverage of natural resources and the environment.  In September 2006 he published his first book, The Great Lakes Water Wars, which has been highly recommended as a valuable reference for water and international policy makers, academics, public officials and the general public.
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Mr. Annin will be available on Sept. 13 at 7 pm, for a book signing, where West Shore Church Book Store personnel will have a limited number of copies of his book for sale.

This First Thursday Forum is funded by The George Gund Foundation and the League of Women Voters – Cuyahoga Area Education Fund, in partnership with EcoCity Cleveland.  For more information call the LWV-CA office at 216 781-0555 or visit www.lwvCuyahogaArea.org
The League’s continuing series of First Thursday Forums will be held at Trinity Commons, 2230 Euclid Avenue in Cleveland.  The schedule is as follows:

· November 1, 2007, “Cityscapes of the Future” 

· December 13, 2007, “New Era in Transportation; New Ideas, New Technology”

· March 6, 2008, “Power! Water, Wind & Solar in Northeast Ohio”

· April 3, 2008, “A new Generation of Global Citizens: the ‘Green’ Revolution”

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political membership organization that encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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